
Welcome 
Dennis R. Phillips, Mayor       Miles Burdine, Chamber CEO        Dr. Lyle Ailshie, Superintendent 



             

                        
   

www.Kingsport.com 



What if there were a place… 

► Where the hottest summer days were like New England or the Minnesota 

Northwoods, but the winter snowfall was 34 inches less? 

► Where the annual high and low temperatures were like the California 

Wine Country (minus the faultline)? 

► Where the average winter days were like Atlanta, but the summers had 

35 fewer sweltering 90+ degree days? 

► Where the number of 90+ degree days were half that of the Colorado 

Rockies (and the winters had 45 fewer inches of snowfall)? 

► Where lush green vegetation was naturally maintained by rainfall 

amounts comparable to the Pacific Northwest? 

► Where nature’s beauty unfolded in four balanced seasons? 

► And what if that place’s natural watershed scored a perfect 100? 

► And it was equidistant from every major metropolitan market in the 

eastern United States?  

► Oh, and did I mention it is consistently one of the most affordable places 

to live?   

► Mix in some of the nicest, most accommodating people in the world…  

And you have Kingsport, Tennessee … it very well could be your 

perfect place! 



Compared with its 
proximity to Memphis, 
Kingsport is closer to: 

 
Charlotte = 208 mi 

Columbia, SC = 240 mi 
Snowshoe, WV = 265 mi 

Nashville = 280 mi 
Atlanta = 281 mi 

Louisville = 286 mi 
Cincinnati = 290 mi 

Columbus, OH = 311 mi 
Charleston, SC = 250 mi 

Richmond = 346 mi 
Birmingham = 356 mi 

Myrtle Beach = 385 mi 
Savannah = 393 mi 

Hilton Head = 394 mi 
Indianapolis = 396 mi 
Washington = 397 mi 

Pittsburgh = 404 mi  
Outer Banks = 482 mi 

Baltimore = 432 mi 
Cleveland = 471 mi 

Location, Location, Location 
Midway between New York-New Orleans and Chicago-Orlando 



Kingsport’s population is large enough to have 
amenities, but small enough to avoid problems like 
traffic and crime. 

Nashville, TN               1,593,050 

Memphis, TN-MS-AR            1,316,579 

Knoxville, TN   699,180 

Greenville, SC   638,576  

Chattanooga, TN-GA 530,205 

Asheville, NC  422,752 

Kingsport, TN-VA*  310,695 

Roanoke, VA  308,893 

Charleston, WV  304,571 

Spartanburg, SC  284,713 

Clarksville, TN-KY  274,695 

Charlottesville, VA   199,776 

Johnson City, TN  198,974 

Anderson (Clemson) , SC 187,269 

Blacksburg (Virginia Tech) 161,768 

*1,000,000 within 50-mile radius 

 

 



“Were I to undertake to define the spirit 
underlying every step in the growth of 
Kingsport, from the days of its humblest 
beginning until now, I could not avoid the 
assertion that the spirit…is one of mutual 
helpfulness and a willingness to submerge 
selfish interest…” 

~ J. Fred Johnson, 1937 

“The Kingsport Spirit” 



Economy in Transition 
 
Transitioned from ‘working hard’ to ‘working smart’ 
 
 

2010 Employees By Occupation  Count 

"White Collar" Employees 32,038 53.4% 

   Administrative Support Workers 9,705 16.2% 

   Executive Managers & Administrators 6,146 10.3% 

   Professional Specialty Occupations 7,547 12.6% 

      

"Blue Collar" Employees 27,914 46.6% 

   Other Services Site Based 8,398 14.0% 

   Precision Craft & Repair 6,189 10.3% 



•Higher Education (Educate & Grow) 
 
•Recruit people (educated with income) 

•Retail amenities 
•Accessibility (airport) 
•Quality of life amenities 
•Commitment to education 

 
•Small business & entrepreneurs 
 
•Leisure/hospitality/sports tourism 
 
•Redevelopment / Sustainability 
 
•Public arts, sculpture, music, cultural amenities 

 
Six Major Non-Traditional Economic Development Initiatives 

Church Circle 



Kingsport Academic Village 

brings 2,100 students downtown 

Then and Now 1999 
Summit 

2010 ACS 
5-Yr 

College degree or higher        18% 32% 

Median age 42.3 43.7 

Over 65 21% 20% 

Median Family Income $30,279 $51,826 



More than 75% of workforce in establishments with <9 employees  

 

2010 Count % 

1-4 Employees 1,381 56.4% 

5-9 Employees 472 19.3% 

10-19 Employees 290 11.8% 

20-49 Employees 181 7.4% 

50-99 Employees 75 3.1% 

100-249 Employees 36 1.5% 

250-499 Employees 8 0.3% 

500-999 Employees 3 0.1% 

1,000+ Employees 4 0.2% 



 



Leisure, Hospitality, Sports Tourism 

MeadowView Marriott 
80,000+ guests per year 
 
$128 million in spin-off 
private taxable 
investments 
 
Numerous national AAU 
and USSSA championships 
 
NASCAR 
 
Direct Tourist Spending: 
• Sullivan Co $286.1 mm  
• Washington Co $194.7 mm 



► $15 million 

► Fitness, Competition, Wellness, Leisure 

► Zero depth entries, ADA accessible 

► Family/assisted changing rooms 

► Indoor-Outdoor 

► All ages and abilities 

► Colocated with new YMCA 

Leisure, Hospitality, 
Sports Tourism 



► Bays Mountain Park 

3500 acre city park 

44 acre lake 

Nature Center 

Farmstead Museum 

Planetarium with a 40 foot diameter dome 

Attracts students from 33 counties in 5 states 

Native wildlife habitats 

► Wolves, turtles, whitetail deer, bobcats, 
river otters, raccoons, raptors, raptor 
center, herpetarium, waterfowl aviary, 
watershed room 

Leisure, Hospitality, 
Sports Tourism 



Since 2005, all of these 
have located on a 
redeveloped site 
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Downtown 
Kingsport 

Renaissance 
$114.9 million appraised value 

$41.7 million in private taxable 

investment (1998-2011) 

Excluding public/semi-public   

non-taxable investment (an 

additional $129,000,000) 



Kingsport’s Farmer’s Market is the largest and longest running 
natural foods market in the region, bringing locally grown foods 
to market twice a week 
 



Downtown Kingsport’s 
Concert Series attracts 
thousands of visitors 
every Thursday and 
Friday night from May 
through early September. 
 



Public Art & Sculpture 



Lea Ann Rasar             www.MoveToKingsport.com  

 



www.Kingsport.com 

The “Happy” Foothills of East Tennessee 



USA Today Headline  
“1 in 8 workers leave by 6 a.m.” 

► My commute to work    10 minutes 
► My wife’s commute    7 minutes 
► Home Improvement & Garden Center    2 minutes 
► Target, Kohl’s, Dick’s, Best Buy    3 minutes 
► Greenbelt Park (walking/biking)   4 minutes 
► Multiple restaurants, Starbucks, Dunkin Donuts  5 minutes 
► Grocery, fitness, doctor, optometrist, urgent care, pharmacies 5 minutes 
► Vet, boarding and grooming    5 minutes 
► Hospital, medical center, specialists, trauma & emergency 6 minutes 
► Car dealerships (service & maintenance)    6 minutes 
► Nursing, assisted living, retirement, continuing care  7 minutes 
► Elementary, Middle, High Schools, Mall, Bowling & Theatre 8 minutes 
► Farmer’s Market     9 minutes 
► Churches, Pre-Schools, Childcare, Aftercare  10 minutes 
► Downtown shops, entertainment, restaurants, art galleries 10 minutes 
► Cheer, dance, gymnastics and sports   11 minutes 
► MeadowView Marriott (meetings, events), YMCA, Aquatic Center 12 minutes 
► Lakefront park and Boundless Playground   12 minutes 
► Dog Park     12 minutes 
► Kayaking, canoeing, fishing at Riverfront Park  14 minutes 
► 3500 acre mountaintop park, planetarium & mountain biking 19 minutes 
► Airport (& park at the front door)    20 minutes 
► Marina, boat storage    27 minutes 
 

For just about anything else….point, click and purchase at your convenience!  



Kingsport is…Four Balanced Seasons 



►Great Smoky Mountains  

►Cumberland Gap  

►Appalachian Trail  

►Blue Ridge Parkway 

►Andrew Johnson 

Kingsport is …  
       Near 5 national parks 

http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.doi.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/


► Tennessee  Warriors Path (in Kingsport) 

► Virginia  Natural Tunnel (22 miles) 

► Tennessee  Sycamore Shoals (35 miles) 

► Tennessee  Davy Crockett Birthplace (36 miles) 

► Virginia  Southwest Virginia Museum (40 miles) 

► Tennessee  Roan Mountain (53 miles) 

► Kentucky  Kingdom Come (62 miles) 

► Tennessee  Panther Creek (62 miles) 

► Virginia  Hungry Mother (67 miles) 

► Virginia  Wilderness Road (67 miles) 

► Virginia  Pinnacle Natural Area (71 miles) 

► North Carolina Mount Mitchell (80 miles) 

► Virginia  Grayson Highlands (84 miles) 

► Virginia-Kentucky Breaks Interstate Park (98 miles) 

► Kentucky  Carr Creek (98 miles) 

 
 

Kingsport is …  
       Less than 100 miles from 15 state parks in 4 states 



► Fort Patrick Henry (inside Kingsport) 

► Boone (15 miles) 

► Cherokee (29 miles) 

► South Holston (33 miles) 

► Watauga (41 miles) 

► Douglas (74 miles) 

 

 

Kingsport is …  
       Near 6 TVA lakes 



Sheltered 
from 

extreme 
weather by 
the timeless 
Appalachian 
Mountains 



Direct Flights to 8 Cities 

Direct  flights to 
 4 Cities: 

 
Atlanta 

Charlotte 
Orlando 

St. Pete/Clearwater 
 

Closest Neighboring Airports: 
Asheville (90 miles) 

Knoxville (112 miles) 
 
 

Summer 2012 
ROUNDTRIP 

 

New York $260  Chicago $340 
Miami or Ft Lauderdale $260 Denver $350 
Tampa $270  Providence $390 
Houston $280  Minneapolis $410 
Orlando $290  Seattle $450 
Dallas $310  Santa Ana $470 
  
 



Equivalent Cost of Living for $50,000 (bestplaces.net/col) 



Kingsport = Low Cost of Living + High Quality of Life 

Total City & County property taxes = 1% of appraised home value 

► No solid waste, garbage, trash or recycling fees 

► No special school tax or tuition 

► No special district tax (fire, parks, etc.) 

► No wheel tax in Sullivan County 

► No state income tax on salaries/wages 

► No personal property tax on vehicles, boats, etc. 

► No vehicle inspection fees 

► No annual vehicle taxes of any kind 

► Housing costs = 38% below national average 

► Utilities costs = 12% below national average 

► Transportation costs = 4% below national average 

► Healthcare costs = 11% below national average 

► Internationally accredited police, fire & medical responders 



Realtor.com 

On the Market 
(Realtor.com 
8/4/2012) 

Kingsport 
Church Hill- 

Mount Carmel 

Scott 
County, 

VA 

Jonesborough- 
Gray, TN 

Fall Branch- 
Graysburg 

Hills 

Blountville-
Boone Lake 

Johnson 
City 

Bristol, TN-VA 

Commute 0-14 min 12-26 min 16-19 min 20-25 min 20-34 min 24-36 min 28-31 min 27-40 min 

Direction  - West North South Southwest East Southeast Northeast 

$200,000-
$349,999 

143 28 13 144 27 43 184 101 

$350,000-
$500,000 

60 5 3 44 27 25 74 41 

$501,000+ 26 1 3 58 5 22 67 34 

Great Schools.org 
Rating 

9 = Dobyns-
Bennett High 

5 = Volunteer 
High 

8 = Gate 
City High 

6 = Daniel 
Boone High 

6 = Daniel 
Boone High 

5 = Sullivan 
Central High 

8 = Science 
Hill High 

9 = Tennessee 
High 

  
8 = Sullivan 
South High 

  
7 = Twin 
Springs 
High 

6 = David 
Crockett High 

8 = North 
Greene High 

4 = Sullivan East 
High 

  
6 = Virginia 

High 

  

5 = Sullivan 
Central High 

  
7 = Rye 

Cove High 
        

4 = Sullivan 
East High 

  

4 = Sullivan 
North High 

            
5 = John Battle 

High 



►Who we are 

►Relocation Rewards Program 

►Special Incentives for Solutia 



Something to think about. Regionally, these car 
dealerships are only available in this respective city… 

Kingsport Johnson City 

Bristol 



8th Best Place for Starting Over 
June 2011 

► The Tri-Cities region of northeastern Tennessee and 
southwestern Virginia, in the Blue Ridge Mountains, was the 
birthplace of the country's earliest country-music recordings. 

► Kingsport also is making some bold moves to boost its economic 
fortunes by harnessing the education of its residents. The city 
won accolades from both the National League of Cities and 
Harvard University for its city scholarship program.  



 



 



Top Metros Moving to Kingsport 

1 Tampa Bay, FL 

2 Washington, DC-VA-MD-WV 

3 Atlanta, GA 

4 Miami-Ft Lauderdale, FL 

5 New York-Northern  NJ 

6 Asheville, NC 

7 Charlotte, NC-SC 

8 Orlando, FL 

9 Virginia Beach-Norfolk, VA-NC 

10 Deltona-Daytona, FL 

11 Detroit, MI 

12 Chicago, IL-IN-WI 

13 Houston, TX 

14 Baltimore, MD 

15 Charleston, SC 

16 Phoenix, AZ 

17 Jacksonville, FL 

18 Sarasota-Bradenton, FL 

19 Columbia, SC 

20 Dallas-Fort Worth, TX 

21 Cincinnati, OH-KY-IN 

2,608 families relocated from 49 states & DC (2006-2012) 
 

 
 

 



Who’s moving to Kingsport?  

Source: Experian Mosaic Guide (32 groups) 
Grassroots 

Living 

Steadfast Conservatives 

Small Town Success 

Professional Urbanites 

Urban Commuter Families 

Prime Middle 
America Dream Weavers 

New Generation Activists 

Stable Careers 



It might 
surprise you 
to know… 

According to Experian, the top 3 segments of Kingsport’s total population (as 
opposed to relocated population) resembles groups from: 

 

1. Midwest/Northeast 

2. Midwest/South 

3. West Coast/Mountain West 

 

So, while Kingsport is technically in the South, its residents hail from all parts 
of the country. 

 

     “Northern most southern place, southern most northern place, 

                       Eastern most western place, western most eastern place” 
 



“Not too hot, not too cold, just right” 
5-Year House Price Appreciation  

Source: FHFA.gov 1st Quarter 2012 (released May 23, 2012) 

+7.68% Houston 

+1.30% Dallas 

+0.49% Kingsport, TN-VA 

-0.43% San Francisco 

-1.14% Greenville, SC 

-1.51% Raleigh 

-1.96% Portland 

-2.79% Knoxville 

-3.73% Denver 

-3.92% Columbia 

-3.92% Raleigh 

-4.78% Nashville 

-6.95% Roanoke 

-8.60% Asheville 

-8.90% Charlotte 

-9.75% Kansas City 

-9.90% Philadelphia 

 

-9.23% St. Louis 

-12.00% Milwaukee 

-12.53% Boston 

-15.70% Cleveland 

-17.29% Charleston, SC 

-18.79% Washington 

-20.79% Baltimore 

-27.48% Minneapolis 

-28.56% Seattle 

-30.02% San Diego 

-31.50% Atlanta 

-38.59% Los Angeles 

-39.77% Tampa Bay 

-21.93% Chicago 

-47.02% Orlando 

-49.80% Phoenix 

-60.04% Las Vegas 

 



Jobs 
updated July, 2012 

 7.4% = Dallas 

 7.5% = Houston  

 7.6% = St. Louis 

 7.8% = Seattle, Baltimore  

 7.9% = Kingsport, TN-VA 

 8.0% = Portland, Raleigh 

 8.0% = Johnson City, TN 

 8.5% = San Francisco 

 8.6% = Greenville, SC 

 8.7% = Orlando 

 8.9% = Philadelphia 

 9.0% = Tampa Bay 

 9.2% = San Diego 

 9.3% = Atlanta, Chicago 

 9.6% = Memphis, New York 

10.0% = Charlotte 

10.3% = Los Angeles 

 

CITY OF 
KINGSPORT 

2007 2011 2012 
Change 
5 years 

Change 
1 year 

Unemployment 
Rate 

5.3% 9.4% 8.4% 3.1% -1.0% 

Population** 
           

44,758  
           

48,205  
           

50,851  
7.7% 5.5% 

Labor Force 
           

19,360  
           

20,230  
           

20,940  
8.2% 3.5% 

Employed 
           

18,340  
           

18,330  
           

19,180  
4.6% 4.6% 

Unemployed 
             

1,020  
             

1,900  
             

1,760  
72.5% -7.4% 



MORE VALUE, LOWER COST 
Kingsport, 

TN 
O'Fallon, MO Chesterfield, MO Ballwin, MO 

St. Louis, 
MO 

Kingsport, TN   -13.9% -29.4% -17.1% -2.7% 

Bristol, VA-TN 0.4% -13.7% -29.2% -16.8% -2.3% 

Blountville, TN 1.1% -13.0% -28.6% -16.2% -1.6% 

Johnson City, TN 1.8% -12.4% -28.1% -15.6% -0.9% 

Jonesborough, TN 4.7% -9.9% -26.1% -13.2% 1.9% 

Abingdon, VA 7.6% -7.4% -24.0% -10.8% 4.8% 

www.bestplaces.net 

HEALTH Kingsport O'Fallon Chesterfield Ballwin St. Louis 

Air Quality (100=best) 46.3 20.3 12.4 12.4 13 

Water Quality (100=best) 94 40 60 59 20 

Superfund Sites (100=best) 97 40 10 10 10 

Physicians per 100,000 353 108 388 388 287 

EDUCATION           

School Expend. $5,179  $4,097  $5,109  $5,316  $4,902  

Pupil/Teacher Ratio 15.8 17.5 16.8 15.5 16.4 

Students per Librarian 610 751 595 604 560 

Students per Counselor 369 417 291 330 362 

COMMUTE TIME TO WORK           

Commute Less Than 15 min. 46.79% 22.62% 25.17% 20.62% 24.34% 

Commute 15 to 29 min. 35.83% 34.27% 39.32% 34.64% 42.50% 

Commute 30 to 44 min. 12.59% 28.69% 27.46% 29.84% 21.11% 

Commute 45 to 59 min. 2.47% 10.18% 6.08% 10.35% 5.43% 

Commute greater than 60 min. 2.32% 4.24% 1.96% 4.55% 6.61% 

http://www.bestplaces.net/


Will I have a good doctor? 
1,053 physicians to serve you 

ADOLESCENT MEDICINE 17.75 

ALLERGY & IMMUNOLOGY 4.00 

ANESTHESIOLOGIST 28.50 

BARIATRICIAN 4.00 

CARDIO THORACIC SURGEON 5.50 

CARDIOLOGIST 31.00 

CHILD NEUROLOGY 1.00 

CHIROPRACTOR 42.25 

CLINICAL PATHOLOGY 1.00 

COLON/RECTAL SURGEON 1.00 

CRITICAL CARE SPECIALIST 1.00 

CYTOPATHOLOGY 2.00 

DERMATOLOGIST 14.00 

DIABETES SPECIALIST 1.00 

DIAGNOSTIC RADIOLOGIST 23.00 

EMERGENCY MEDICINE 
SPECIALIST 

33.50 

ENDOCRINOLOGIST 4.00 

FAMILY PRACTITIONER 114.25 

GASTROENTEROLOGIST 17.75 

GENERAL PRACTITIONER 4.00 

GENERAL SURGEON 15.25 

GENETICS SPECIALIST 2.00 

GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGIST 1.75 

HAND SURGEON 1.75 

HEMATOLOGIST 1.00 

HEMATOLOGY & ONCOLOGY 10.25 

HEPATOLOGIST 2.00 

HOSPITALIST 21.00 

INFECTIOUS DISEASE SPECIALIST 3.00 

INTERNAL MEDICINE 112.75 

INTERVENTIONAL CARDIOLOGIST 1.00 

MEDICAL ONCOLOGIST 4.00 

NEONATOLOGIST 3.00 

NEPHROLOGIST 4.00 

NEUROLOGIST 11.75 

NEUROSURGEON 8.75 

NUCLEAR MEDICINE SPECIALIST 1.00 

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 44.25 

OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE SPEC 4.00 

OPHTHALMOLOGIST 20.00 

OPTOMETRIST 31.00 

ORTHOPEDIC FOOT & ANKLE 1.00 

ORTHOPEDIC SPINE SURGEON 2.00 

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON 21.25 

OSTEOPATHIC PHYSICIAN 2.00 

OTHER SPECIALTIES 2.00 

OTOLARYNGOLOGIST 13.00 

PAIN MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST 14.00 

PATHOLOGIST 16.00 

PEDIATRIC CARDIOLOGY 2.00 

PEDIATRIC EMERGENCY MEDICINE 1.00 

PEDIATRIC GASTROENTEROLOGY 2.00 

PEDIATRIC HEMATOLOGY/ONCOLOGY 2.00 

PEDIATRICIAN 30.50 

PHYSICAL REHAB SPECIALIST 6.00 

PLASTIC SURGEON 6.00 

PODIATRIST 7.00 

PREVENTIVE MEDICINE SPECIALIST 1.00 

PSYCHIATRIST 20.00 

PSYCHOLOGIST 14.00 

PULMONOLOGIST 8.00 

RADIATION ONCOLOGIST 4.25 

RADIOLOGIST 5.00 

RESIDENT 165.25 

RHEUMATOLOGIST 9.00 

SLEEP MEDICINE 11.00 

SPORTS MEDICINE SPECIALIST 1.00 

SURGICAL ONCOLOGIST 1.00 

THORACIC SURGEON 1.00 

TRANSPLANT SURGEON 2.00 

TRAUMA SURGEON 5.00 

URGENT CARE SPECIALIST 1.00 

UROLOGIST 13.00 

VASCULAR SURGEON 8.75 

Source: Buxton Physician Intelligence Report 



The Kingsport Spirit Continues… 

 
Go big or go home 



Dobbins Non-Profit Center, Carousel, Boundless Playground & Volunteers  
 



Kingsport’s United Way goal exceeded $4 million last year and is 
significantly more than the next highest in the region, another indicator of 
‘the Kingsport Spirit’ 

 



Kingsport is green! 
Household Green Index 

Kingsport 
        

106.3  

Asheville 
        

103.4  

Bristol 
        

101.7  

Johnson City 
        

101.1  

USA 
        

100.0  

South Atlantic Region 
          

96.6  

Knoxville 
          

92.8  

State of North Carolina 
          

91.0  

State of Tennessee 
          

90.4  

East South Central 
Region 

          
88.4  

Mosaic® USA is a registered trademark of 
Experian. National Business Database, 
INSOURCE™ consumer demographics, 
Consumer Expenditure (CEX) Data Source: 
Experian. 

Litter free events 

26 years    2006 Affiliate of the Year     32 years 



Kingsport City Schools – planned by Columbia University 
 

pictured below: Dobyns-Bennett High School campus 





•Provide world-class curriculum and instruction 
•Provide committed and innovative educators 
•Furnish safe, appropriate, and well-maintained facilities 
•Ensure business operations effectively support teaching and 
learning 
•Engage families and community with schools 

 



•We will plan for learning to occur 
•We will teach for understanding 
•We will assess our learners to determine next steps 
•We will incorporate problem-solving and innovation in teaching and 
learning 
•We will use internationally benchmarked standards to guide our 
assessments and teaching 
•We will sustain a collaborative culture with a focus on learning for all 
•We will engage our families and communities 
•We will recruit, retain, and develop highly competent educators 
•We will build leadership capacity within our educational community 

 



•Partnership with high-achieving 
districts in six states 
•Shared professional learning and 
benchmarking 
•Collaborative best-practice sharing 
•International outlook 

 



•U.S. News & World Report 
•Silver Medal Award winner 
•#8 in Tennessee 
•Top 5% of all schools in 
U.S. 
 



Grades 3-8 Academic Achievement 

2009 2010 2011 

Math A A A 

Reading/LA B B A 

Social Studies A A A 

Science A A A 



Grades 5, 8, & 11 Writing 

2009 2010 2011 

Writing 5th A A A 

Writing 8th  A A A 

Writing 11th  A A A 



•Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program 
•Math (3rd-8th) Proficiency:  5th in Tennessee 
•Algebra II End of Course Proficiency:  4th in Tennessee 
•Reading/Language Arts Proficiency:  Top 10% in Tennessee 

 
•Graduation Rage:  92.7% (2011) 

•State average =  85.5% 
•State goal = 90 % 

 
•Per Pupil Expenditures:  $10,189 

•State average =  $9,084 
 

•2011 KCS TCAP Results 
•5th graders 1st in state in math 
•4th graders 5th in state in reading 
•5th graders 6th in state in reading 
•3rd graders 6th in state in math 
•6th graders 10th in state in math 

 



2011 ACT Scores (3-year average) 

National Avg.  
(one year) 

Tennessee Avg. KCS 

Composite 21.1 19.1 22.1 

English 20.6 18.8 22.0 

Math 21.1 18.7 21.9 

Reading 21.3 19.3 22.3 

Science/Reasoning 20.9 19.1 21.7 

*TN one of only eight states to test  
100% of students 











•Largest band in Tennessee (330 members) 
•Only TN band to receive the Sudler Flag of 
Honor 
•Nationally recognized 

•Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 
•Rose Bowl Parade 

•Largest number of musicians in the East 
Tennessee All-East Honor Bands for last 15 years 
•Largest number of musicians in the Tennessee 
All-State Band 12 of last 15 years 
•D-B graduate musicians currently playing at: 

•Harvard 
•Yale 
•Vanderbilt 
•Eastman Conservatory 
•Julliard School 
•Notre Dame 
•Georgia Tech 
 
 

•DePaul University 
•Indiana University 
•Northwestern University 
•University of Kentucky 
•University of Texas 
•Clemson University 
•University of So. Carolina 
•University of Tennessee 



Dobyns-Bennett High School Athletics 
 •Boys Basketball 

•2,124 wins; #1 in the nation 
•Baseball 

•3rd most wins in the nation 
•Football  

•Winningest program in the state of Tennessee 
•Girls Volleyball 

•2009 State Champion 
•2010 State Runner-up 

•Cheerleaders 
•2011 State Champion 
•2012 State Champion 
•4th in the nation 



•System-wide HS/MS Orchestra Program 
•One of only two systems in upper east TN with 
a string orchestra program 
•Performed at the TN Music Education 
Association State Convention 

•Only orchestra invited to play 

•US FIRST Robotics Team 



•Air Force Junior ROTC 
•5 consecutive Distinguished Unit awards 
•Top 10% of over 880 JROTC units world-wide 
•Top 10% of 1,900 JROTC instructors world-wide 
•Cadets volunteered in 86 community service 
events in 2011-12 
•Cadets collected over 5,000 lbs in local food 
drive 
•Student cadet ranked #2 in Mountaineer Cadet 
Officer Leadership School  

•Dobyns-Bennett Drama Department 
•2011-2012:  First place in state – One Act Competition 
•2011-2012:  First place in state – Interpreters Theatre 
•2011-2012:  First place in state – After Dinner Speaking 



•A rigorous study compared PLAN (in ACT family) to PISA 
(Program of International Student Assessment) 
•15-year olds from Dobyns-Bennett 
•Several U.S. high schools in the study 



Math:  4th in the World 



Science:  4th in the World 



Reading:  3rd in the World 





  

www.movetokingsport.com 

Please RSVP to: 

Mayor Dennis Phillips 
City of Kingsport 
423-229-9412 
DennisPhillips@kingsportTN.gov 
 
Miles A. Burdine 
Kingsport Area Chamber of Commerce 
President & CEO 
423-392-8807 
mburdine@kingsportchamber.org 
 
Lea Ann Rasar 
Kingsport Area Chamber of Commerce 
Director of Move to Kingsport 
lrasar@kingsportchamber.org 
423-392-8804 o 
423-967-4130 c 
 

 
 

 

You are cordially invited to join us! 

mailto:DennisPhillips@kingsportTN.gov
mailto:mburdine@kingsportchamber.org
mailto:lrasar@kingsportchamber.org

